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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,
    As you are probably aware, the homosexual lobby and their political allies, including our ostensibly Catholic governor, Martin O’Malley, are pushing hard to legalize homosexual “marriage” in Maryland. They are presenting their position as a matter of civil rights and toleration. Revealingly, last week the governor’s wife, Catherine O’Malley, a district judge, called opponents of the homosexual marriage law “ignorant” and “cowards.”  Apparently for Judge O’Malley “toleration” doesn’t apply to those who oppose her point of view on the matter.   

   Unfortunately, homosexuality has been so “normalized” by the media that many have lost sight of just how radical legalizing such “marriages” would be. Additionally, people forget that what the government sanctions it also often endorses. If Maryland legalizes homosexual “marriages” how long do you think it will be before your children and grandchildren in the public schools will be taught that such disordered relationships are the same as traditional marriage? And this is not just an issue for Catholics. Below is an open letter on this subject recently issued by numerous Catholic, Protestant and Jewish leaders. Please take the time to read it. We need to be informed as to why legalizing homosexual “marriage” is the wrong course so we in turn can educate our families and friends. 

With my prayers,

Fr. Conley
MARRIAGE AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: Fundamental Goods That Stand or Fall Together 

An Open Letter from Religious Leaders in the United States to All Americans Released January 12, 2012 
    The promotion and protection of marriage—the union of one man and one woman as husband and wife—is a matter of the common good and serves the wellbeing of the couple, of children, of civil society and all people. The meaning and value of marriage precedes and transcends any particular society, government, or religious community. It is a universal good and the foundational institution of all societies. It is bound up with the nature of the human person as male and female, and with the essential task of bearing and nurturing children. 
    As religious leaders across a wide variety of faith communities, we join together to affirm that marriage in its true definition must be protected for its own sake and for the good of society. We also recognize the grave consequences of altering this definition. One of these consequences—the interference with the religious freedom of those who continue to affirm the true definition of “marriage”—warrants special attention within our faith communities and throughout society as a whole. For this reason, we come together with one voice in this letter. Some posit that the principal threat to religious freedom posed by same-sex “marriage” is the possibility of government’s forcing religious ministers to preside over such “weddings,” on pain of civil or criminal liability. While we cannot rule out this possibility entirely, we believe that the First Amendment creates a very high bar to such attempts. 

     Instead, we believe the most urgent peril is this: forcing or pressuring both individuals and religious organizations—throughout their operations, well beyond religious ceremonies—to treat same-sex sexual conduct as the moral equivalent of marital sexual conduct. There is no doubt that the many people and groups whose moral and religious convictions forbid same-sex sexual conduct will resist the compulsion of the law, and church-state conflicts will result. 

   These conflicts bear serious consequences. They will arise in a broad range of legal contexts, because altering the civil definition of “marriage” does not change one law, but hundreds, even thousands, at once. By a single stroke, every law where rights depend on marital status—such as employment discrimination, employment benefits, adoption, education, healthcare, elder care, housing, property, and taxation—will change so that same-sex sexual relationships must be treated as if they were marriage. That requirement, in turn, will apply to religious people and groups in the ordinary course of their many private or public occupations and ministries—including running schools, hospitals, nursing homes and other housing facilities, providing adoption and counseling services, and many others. 

    So, for example, religious adoption services that place children exclusively with married couples would be required by law to place children with persons of the same sex who are civilly “married.” Religious marriage counselors would be denied their professional accreditation for refusing to provide counseling in support of same-sex “married” relationships. Religious employers who provide special health benefits to married employees would be required by law to extend those benefits to same-sex “spouses.” Religious employers would also face lawsuits for taking any adverse employment action—no matter how modest— against an employee for the public act of obtaining a civil “marriage” with a member of the same sex. This is not idle speculation, as these sorts of situations have already come to pass. 

    Even where religious people and groups succeed in avoiding civil liability in cases like these, they would face other government sanctions—the targeted withdrawal of government co-operation, grants, or other benefits. For example, in New Jersey, the state cancelled the tax-exempt status of a Methodist-run boardwalk pavilion used for religious services because the religious organization would not host a same-sex “wedding” there. San Francisco dropped its $3.5 million in social service contracts with the Salvation Army because it refused to recognize same-sex “domestic partnerships” in its employee benefits policies. Similarly, Portland, Maine, required Catholic Charities to extend spousal employee benefits to same-sex “domestic partners” as a condition of receiving city housing and community development funds. In short, the refusal of these religious organizations to treat a same-sex sexual relationship as if it were a marriage marked them and their members as bigots, subjecting them to the full arsenal of government punishments and pressures reserved for racists. These punishments will only grow more frequent and more severe if civil “marriage” is redefined in additional jurisdictions. For then, government will compel special recognition of relationships that we the undersigned religious leaders and the communities of faith that we represent cannot, in conscience, affirm. Because law and government not only coerce and incentivize but also teach, these sanctions would lend greater moral legitimacy to private efforts to punish those who defend marriage. 

   Therefore, we encourage all people of good will to protect marriage as the union between one man and one woman, and to consider carefully the far-reaching consequences for the religious freedom of all Americans if marriage is redefined. We especially urge those entrusted with the public good to support laws that uphold the time-honored definition of marriage, and so avoid threatening the religious freedom of countless institutions and citizens in this country. Marriage and religious freedom are both deeply woven into the fabric of this nation. 

    May we all work together to strengthen and preserve the unique meaning of marriage and the precious gift of religious freedom.


Biblical Prayers for the Church of the Bible
Catholics who regularly attend Mass not only hear the Bible read but are also praying the words of Scripture as part of our worship. This is so because virtually all of the prayers of the Mass are either quotations or paraphrases of Bible passages. This Sunday we look at the Scriptural background of the “Gloria” which was the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. 

Luke 2:13-14 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased!” 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, (Psalm 24:7-10)
O God, almighty Father.  (Revelation 4:18)
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
(John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life. )

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
( John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!) 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  have mercy on us. 
(Mark 16:19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down   at the right hand of God.)

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

(John 6:68-69 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”)

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

(John 14:15-17 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to be with you for ever,  even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor  knows him; you know him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you. “)

+++
COFFEE AND DONUTS NEXT SUNDAY, FEB. 12TH, AFTER THE 8AM MASS HOSTED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL.  Council members will be on hand to serve you and to answer any questions you may have about the parish and the work of the council. Please come!
NO CONFESSIONS NEXT SUNDAY because of the Parish Council meeting.

*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
        *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~*
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $10,200.01.  Of the 670 registered households in the parish we received donations from 339 identifiable contributors (51% of the parish) using envelopes or checks.  Their average donation was $30.09.  The unidentified donations totaled $572.01. We received $125.00 for Religious Education/School support.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:

SUN:  8 am Mary J. Henderson, 10am Ruth Robertson, 12n Parishioners, MON: Debbie Burch, TUES: Charlotte A. Habliston, WEDS:  Julia G. Jenifer, THURS: 8am Benjamin M. Edelen, FRI: Mary T. Edelen, SAT:  9am Francis W. Potter, 4pm Mary B. Nelson (living).
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Hanna Burroughs, Roy Allen Butler, George Chapman, Mary K. Estep, Yvonne Greenfield, Loretta Hurysh, Regina Kijesky, Bob McDonald, Mary Emma Middleton, Robby Pirhalla, Julie Wieczorek and Sharon Wood.  Pray for all the sick of the parish, for those serving in religious vocations and those serving in the military overseas.
2011 TAX STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE.  Please call the Rectory office for your offertory donation statement.  Thank you.
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
This week St. Mary’s recognizes McKay’s Food & Drug.  Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors who support St. Mary’s bulletin.

*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  The parish “Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper” sponsored by SMCS Alumni Committee is February 21 from 5 to 7 pm in the parish hall.  The menu includes: pancakes, bacon, sausage, home fries, orange juice, coffee and tea.  Cost= $7 per adult, $5 children ages 6-12 and children under 6 eat free.
OUR YOUTH GROUP competed in their second Quidditch tournament and won three games out of five.  We are now tied one and one with Sacred Heart.  The next tournament will be in March.  St. Mary’s Youth group will meet this Sunday, Feb. 5, from 1-3pm in the parish hall.  All high school students are invited.
A DAY OF RENEWAL will be held at Our Lady Star of the Sea church in Solomons, Md. Sat. Feb. 11 from 830a to 330pm.  Contact Joe & Sally Hamilton 410 325-4054 for additional information.
