St. Mary’s Catholic Church — Bryantown, Maryland
July 2374, 2009

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

In the Gospel reading for this Sunday we hear the csioelof Christ’s teaching on the Holy Eucharist as
found in the sixth chapter of the Gospel according td@in. The passage tells us about one of the most, tré
but also one of the most glorious moments in the omssf our Lord Jesus Christ. And the tragedy and the
glory of this moment have been repeated millions ofgid@wvn through the ages.

The tragedy is that at the conclusion of Christ'shiigey on the Holy Eucharist, after He has told His gdissi
that they must eat His flesh and drink His blood in otddrave His life in them, and to experience eter@j li
many of His disciples refused to believe Him. "This baag is too much to endure...how can anyone take it
seriously"” they said.

And from that moment on, these disciples of Jesukdwath Him and refused to follow Him anymore.

How sad Jesus must have been to see them leave fdratiegade a tragic mistake. Instead of putting their
complete trust in Christ, and believing His word becauiseHis word, they would only trust Jesus as far as H
teaching was comfortable for them and conformed to wiegtttiought was rational or understandable. Once
Jesus Christ challenged their way of thinking, once Hdarthem uncomfortable, they rejected Him. They
voted with their feet and walked out.

And this tragedy is continually repeated. There arerséithy who claim to follow Christ, but when they hear
His teaching on the Eucharist, on eating His Body anditignHis Blood, they too say, "How can anyone tak
this teaching seriously?" And they go through all sortserfital gymnastics in an attempt to explain Christ's
words away. And it doesn't end with the Eucharist. InGbepels Jesus consistently upholds the importance
keeping the Ten Commandments and that sin is redklldais that we must love our neighbors, especially tf
poor, as we love ourselves; that we must reject violeanue forgive our enemies; that we cannot serve God
money too, and that we also must bear the crosgeatian and ridicule if we are to follow Him. And yiebw
many there are who call themselves Christians who daauapt these teachings.

It is understandable of course that we often fail totm@evhat Jesus teaches. We are all poor sinners and t
Lord knows this and forgives the sins we confess. Batquite another to reject what Jesus says by trying tg
explain it away, or by saying that it is no longer retewahich is what many half-hearted believers do today.
least the people who quit on Jesus in the Gospel weesthenough to accept that He means what He says :
that they had to either take or leave it. The tragetlyassome people, even among the followers of Jesus,
refuse to accept His word completely. To believe ing&hrist means to believe that He alone is the Qoly
of God and the final authority on what is true and whdalse, what is right and what is wrong, even when H
words are hard and make us uncomfortable. It is trulyvesh people reject our Lord’s teaching.

But this dialogue in St. John's Gospel presents to us emarhglory as well, a glory that has been repeated
millions of times, and hopefully is being repeated in orediright here and now. St. John tells us that #feer

one group of disciples left Jesus, He turned to the Agmtil see what they would do. We have to recognize
how hard it must have been for St. Peter and the apestles in order to see the glory of this momenteiPet

and the other Apostles were just as challenged and undaebl®by Jesus' words as the others and the ones
who left Jesus over His teaching on the Eucharist wedeubtedly their friends. The words of Jesus were
dividing them and if they accepted His word they would Ipasseed from people they cared about. And here

Jesus looking right at them and putting them on the spetnioment of truth, "Do you want to leave Me too?7"

He asks. Jesus is telling them, "If you want to follow u must accept my word completely.”
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And every time we are tempted to doubt, twist or igridiseword, Jesus puts the same question to us, "Do Y«
want to leave Me too?" There can be no compromisestigtheachings of Christ. It’s all or nothing, His way
or no way. We must follow Him whole-heartedly for W@l have no half-hearted followers.

And in this moment of truth, a moment that comes wadly for every would be disciple, St. Peter stepped

forward and said the words that Christ wants all obusaly and put into practice: "Lord, to whom shall we gqg~

You have the words of eternal life."

Peter and the Apostles made their choice and it isltbiee that Jesus calls us to make. In spite ofatietihat
we don't always understand the ways of the Lord, tietMdrd challenges us and makes us uncomfortable, {
following Him can mean separation from friends and daemly. We are not looking for rejection and ridicule
but we know that we must follow Jesus. There is no aeefel us to go to, or believe, or put our trust in, or
live our lives for, or give our hearts to, only Jesus ChFist only Jesus has the words of eternal life. Theesa
Jesus who has guaranteed His words by giving us His cruBifidy to eat and His saving Blood to drink.

A moment of tragedy and glory. So what will it be €? "This sort of talk is hard to endure?" or "Lord, you
have the words of eternal life."

With my prayers,
Fr. Conley

I?

hat




